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and value."1 But for him, value is restricted to human value, and
when the question of the objectivity of the standard of value is
raised, he has naturally to find his answer in biology and psycho-
logy. But very few are prepared to accept these sciences as the
final court of appeal on questions of value. Hence ideal values
and ideal existence or reality have to be recognized. And it is
ideal value and existence that can be identical. Each and every
human value cannot be identical with existence. Values stand
opposed to existence at the empirical level, only because existence
here is not the true existence. Even if we differentiate between
positive and negative value and treat both as forms of value in
general, we find that the same thing has sometimes a positive
value and at other times a negative value; so that we find it
difficult to interpret existence in terms of value. If existence is
what has either positive or negative value, what is false exis-
tence or absolute non-existence? We cannot say that they are
what have neither positive nor negative value, for we know that
very often the false existence has either. Logic is a science of
value, for the reason that its aim is the discovery of true existence.
It is not a science of each and every human value. Logic can be
the ethics of thinking, die Moral des Denkens as Herbart puts it,
just in the sense that it tries to find out the conditions of true and
perfect existence, which is naturally an ideal and is therefore a
norm.
It is for a similar reason that we find it difficult to accept
wholeheartedly the position of Croce. We may endorse what
Ruggiero says about the neo-Kantian theory of value. He writes:
"The philosophy of value starts from the subjectivity of con-
sciousness and attempts to establish the objectivity of science
through the concept of value, failing to perceive that the view
taken of the object has already presupposed it. And so, instead of
creating a true objectivity, it merely spreads the concept of
value over the objective fact already presupposed, like a veil of
mist, a pure Ought-to-be hanging over that which actually is.
The motive of this philosophy is idealistic, since it aims at resolv-
ing the concept of being into that of spiritual value; but it fails
to push its analysis home and to grasp the conception of the
concrete actuality of thought, in which being is truly resolved;
and so, in its turn, value ends by being crystallized into a kind
of being different from empirical being, an ideal abstract being,
1 Article on "Value," Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics.
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